SOME TIPS FOR YOUR SAFE ARRIVAL IN VENEZUELA:

You have to clear emigration and customs at the Maiquetía International airport that serves the city of Caracas.  Therefore you will not be able of checking your luggage all the way through from your departure airport to Porlamar´s (Margarita Island capital city).  You will have to pick up your luggage in Caracas, go through customs and check it again for the connecting flight to Porlamar.  

Flight time from Caracas to Porlamar is about 35 minutes.

Once you arrive in Porlamar we recommend you to use the airport taxis.  Those are mainly black vehicles that line up at the front door of the terminal.  

Venezuelan taxis do not use taximeters.  The normal price of a ride from Porlamar´s airport to the Portofino Hotel goes between BsF 90 and 120.  The ride takes about 45 minutes with no traffic.  For any ride inside the Island you can use the Portofino taxis that work, at reasonable prices, 24 hours a day.  We recommend you to make arrangements with them, for the ride back to Porlamar´s airport, the night before your departure flight.  

There is a foreign Exchange control in Venezuela and the official equivalence between the BsF and the US$ is 2.15 BsF per US$.  In airports and tourist places you will find people that will ask you to buy your dollars at black market prices.  We advice you to avoid that sort of deals since they are risky.
If you want more information about the tourist attractions of Margarita Island you can check the web page:

http://www.venezuelatuya.com/margarita/index.htm
For a good summary with geological information about Margarita Island you can check the following link (sorry only in Spanish):

http://www.pdvsa.com/lexico/excursio/exc-83.htm
